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“The best book I have read on the pandemic. After an unflinching diagnosis, the book 
is a summons to radical, active, transformative hope among those who have the wits 
and the courage to ‘refound’ viable community. In Arbuckle’s knowing hands the pan-
demic becomes a venue for radical restorative hope.”	 —Walter Brueggemann 
	 author, A Gospel of Hope

“This compelling treatise incisively dissects the chaos of the pandemic and masterfully 
articulates rites of passage and actionable strategies for refounding a post-COVID-19 
world and church. A must-read practical guide for individuals, institutions, and na-
tions yearning for a ‘new heaven and a new earth’ animated by solidarity, compassion, 
and justice.”	 —Agbonkhianmeghe E. Orobator, SJ
	 President of the Jesuit Conference of Africa and Madagascar

The award-winning author of Pope Francis and the People of God turns to the cri-
sis of COVID-19, its diverse impacts on people and communities, and how the 
Catholic Church might respond. First, Arbuckle offers a concise summary of the 
social, political, and economic impact of the pandemic, and goes on to craft an 
anthropological model of the global crisis and its consequences for the Church and 
for ministry. He then clarifies the Gospel’s pastoral responses that must guide the 
way forward for societies and the Church.

With theological reflections and prompts at the end of each chapter, The Pandemic 
and the People of God provides students, clergy, and pastoral ministers with a way 
to understand and to implement the pastoral responses that will help heal individ-
uals, communities, and the world.

Gerald A. Arbuckle, SM, is an award-winning author of many books, including 
five with Orbis—the most recent are Loneliness: Insights for Healing in a Fragment-
ed World and Abuse and Cover-up: Refounding the Catholic Church in Trauma. A 
noted scholar in both theology and anthropology, he is co-director of Refounding 
and Pastoral Development, a research ministry, in Sydney, Australia.


