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Friday, 30 October 2026

LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED CONFRERES

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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Dear brothers and sisters,

even as our sorrow for those no longer among us remains etched in our hearts, let us
entrust ourselves to the hope that does not disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5). Let us fix our gaze
upon the Risen Christ and think of our departed loved ones as enfolded in his light. Let
us allow the Lord’s promise of eternal life to resound in our hearts. He will destroy death
forever. Indeed, he has already conquered it, opening for us the way to eternal life by
passing through the valley of death during his Paschal mystery. Thus, united to him, we
too may enter and pass through the valley of death.

The Lord awaits us, and when we finally meet him at the end of our earthly journey, we
shall rejoice with him and with our loved ones who have gone before us. May this
promise sustain us, dry our tears, and raise our gaze upwards toward the hope for the
future that never fades.

(From the Homily of Pope Leo XIV, Verano Cemetery, Rome, 2 November 2025)
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